Blood:Water Mission
Artist Packet
Mission Statement: Blood:Water Mission is a grassroots organization that empowers communities to work together against the HIV/AIDS and water crisis.

Core Purpose: To build community through creative social action.

Core Values: 

· Community

· Responsibility

· Integrity

· Dignity

· Teachability

History: 

IT’S A BEAUTIFUL STORY. We’re a group of passionate people who have been inspired by our friends in Africa, friends who face unbearable challenges from the HIV/AIDS and water crises. We creatively and thoughtfully raise awareness and the necessary funds for the provision of clean blood and clean water in sub-Saharan Africa.

Founded by the multi-platinum, GRAMMY Award-winning band, Jars of Clay, Blood:Water Mission began as a call to personalize the HIV/AIDS crisis in Africa. The members of the band were committed to share the often-untold stories: those of creative, compassionate, hard-working Africans bringing health, hope and healing into their respective communities.

Blood:Water Mission first stepped into funding a late stage AIDS hospice and discovered the vital link between living with HIV/AIDS and the need for clean water. As a result, Blood:Water Mission launched the 1000 Wells Project in 2005 as a nation-wide effort to raise enough money to provide clean water and sanitation to 1000 communities in sub-Saharan Africa based on the equation that $1 provides one African with clean water for an entire year.

Since its launch, Blood:Water Mission has raised millions of dollars from individuals seeking to make a difference. We have partnered with more than 600 communities in Africa, providing life-saving water and health needs for almost 500,000 people. Along the way the 1000 Wells Project has expanded wholistically to include a variety of clean water solutions and sanitation and hygiene training, as well as funding health clinics, community health workers, and support groups, which help in the prevention, treatment, care and support of communities affected by AIDS. We are beginning to incorporate HIV/AIDS-specific programming alongside ongoing water programming in 2009 and onwards.

The results of our efforts paint a new picture in these communities. Village leaders have the resources and training to bring clean water, sanitation and healthcare into their communities. Stomach aches, skin diseases and diarrhea have disappeared. Women and children no longer walk several miles a day to carry filthy water. Those with HIV are living longer, stronger lives.

We know these communities. We are connected to them. And through these relationships, we are being transformed, too. Blood:Water Mission’s movement engages Americans in social justice, worldview development and thoughtful action. We invite others to be a small part of a larger, beautiful story.

Why We Need You: 

Blood:Water Mission is a grassroots organization created by artists and supported through the platform of artists. Our work in Africa has been made possible by the exposure and advocacy of various bands, writers, and visual artists. The role of the artist is tantamount to our core purpose of building community through creative social action, because artists have a unique and vital role in addressing and humanizing the crises of our day. We have seen how artists can act as a voice for the voiceless serving as storytellers giving dignity and power to the untold stories of people and communities. Artists create movements, galvanize supporters, and grow life-long advocates. The work of Blood:Water Mission would be impossible without your support.

How We Work:

Blood:Water believes in the power of grassroots action to transform community. In Africa this means we invest in local organizations working in their own communities. As seen in Noor’s story below, the work of the local partners is critical to providing the best solution for each community. It is because of this need to contextualize solutions that Blood:Water does not send materials or people directly to communities, as we, in America, are unable to do the work which, by necessity, must be personalized. Rather, our local partners are uniquely suited for this work because they know the local culture, local environment, and have the relationships that best enable them to do incredible work. Also, as Blood:Water focuses on working with grassroots organizations that empower communities to work together against the HIV/AIDS and water crises in Africa, we are focusing on the individuals whose lives are being transformed rather than the objects (for example, wells) that help facilitate this transformation. We have found this process, which is rooted in relationships, to be amazingly rewarding as we hear stories of transformation like Noor’s. For us, it is about listening to and knowing these African friends, the heroes of this story, for whom we advocate. We hope that you will this story through advocacy and fundraising in America. 
The impact of working through local grassroots organizations can be seen through Noor’s story. Noor is a little girl in a rural community in Sub-Saharan Africa. Although water is readily available in her community through hand dug wells and a nearby river, she was regularly sick and unable to attend school or help at home because her water sources are contaminated. A local partner of Blood:Water has recently been working in Noor’s village. Because groundwater is not available in this area, the local partner is working to install biosand filters (a simple, locally sustainable technology) in homes within the community, and Noor’s home received a filter. She also participated in activities that taught her about proper hygiene and sanitation that will help to keep her healthy. Now, Noor is able to regularly attend school because she is not sick from water borne diseases. Other family members have also been directly impacted by this local partner. Noor’s mother is HIV-positive and has joined a support group, which has connected her with resources available at the local health clinic which together have provided her with new hope founded her strength to be a mother and a community of friends supporting her. Noor’s family has been forever changed by the wholistic efforts of Blood:Water’s local partner.

